TO  THE 


( 


WINCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


/  7  <43 

LIBRARY 


September,  194-4- 

Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  i^y  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1943* 
This  report  is  curtailed  as  directed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  all  records 
have  been  kept  for  further  reference,  if  required. 

n,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CATHERINE  AVERY. 

M.D.  (London)  B.S. 

M.R.C.S,  L.R.C.P.  D.P.H. 

Statistics  of  Area 


I  c 


Area. . . . . . . 110,436. 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1943*  . . . £251,850. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate . . . . . £1049* 


Vital  Statistics 


Male .  Female. 

Live  Births  (Legitimate).. . .  308  29^~ 

(Illegitimate) .  23  15 

Still  Births  (Legitimate) .  12  9 

(illegitimate) .  1  3 


Male  •  Female. 

Deaths . . . .  197  185 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes : - 

No.  29.  Puerperal  sepsis . 0 


No.  30.  Other'  Maternal  causes..!. 


1 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)...... . . . 64. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) . . .  1. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)..; . . . . . .  3* 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age). . * . 0. 


Total. 

604 

38 

21 

4 


Total. ' 

382 


The  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  is  35*8  per  1,000  live  births. 

This  figure  is  low  when  compared  with  the  corresponding  figure  49  -  Par  the  whole 

of  England  and  Wales. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Males • 


Females. 


1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid . . . 

2 .  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever . , . . . . 

3«  Scarlet  Fever....... . 

4.  Whooping  Cough . . . 

3*  Diphtheria . . . 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. . . 

7»  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis . 

8.  Syphilitic  Disease . 

9«  Influenza . 

10.  Measles . . . . . . . 

11.  Acute  Polio -myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis.... 

(Infantile-Paralysis ) . . . 

12.  Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  (Sleepy  Sickness). 

13*  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M) . 

Uterus  (  F) . .  - . . 

14  •  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum . 

15*  Cancer  of  Breast . 

16.  ‘  Cancer  of  other  sites*. . 

17.  Diabetes . . . . . 

18.  Inter  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions . 

19*  Heart  Disease*.* . . . . 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System . 

21.  Bronchitis . . . . . . . . . . 

22.  Pneumonia. . . . . .  .  . . 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases'. . . . .  r; . . .  .  . ... 

24«  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum* . 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  year  s . 

26.  Appendicitis . 

27«  Other  digestive  Diseases.... . . . 

28.  Nephritis. . . . . . . 

29*  Puerperal, &  Post-abortive  Sepsis. . . . . 

30.  Other  Maternal  causes . A..... . . 

31.  Premature  Birth. . . . 

32.  Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury, 

Infantile  Disease..... 

33*  Suicide . . . 

34*  Road  Traffic  Accidents . * . . . . 

35*  Other  Violent  Causes . > . 

36.  All  other  Causes . 


1 

3 

3 
2 

4 
1 


4 

6 

24 

2 

20 

49 

3 

6 

5 


3 

7 


3 

6 

5 

3 

27 


c* 


2 

3 

1 

1 

9 


1 


5 
4 

6 

15 

3 

17 

46 

4 
9 
8 

4 

1 


4 

4 

1 

3 

4 

1 


4 

25 


All  causes. 


Total.  197 


185- 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  Age 


Legit  imat  . . . 11  9 

Illegitimate . 1  2 


Total . ,.,,..12  •  11 


The  deaths  in  the  above  table  include  residents  who  died  outside  and  exclude 
non-residents  who  died  within  the  District.  Non-civilians  are  excluded. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  .of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified,  excluding  Tuberculosis,  for  which  a  separate  table  is  given:  - 


Notified  Removed  to  '  Deaths . 

Hospital. 

• 

Scarlet  Fever . . .  •  63  5& 

Diphtheria . 2  2  ~ 

Pneumonia . .  2  /  £ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . * . .  10  4 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid . 

Infantile  Paralysis.  (Acute  Poliomyelitis 

and  Polio-encephalitis).  2  1  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever . . -  **  7 

Measles .  562  1  * 

Whooping  Cough. . .  •  142  1 

Only  certain  forms  of  pneumonia  are  notifiable,  but  the  deaths  recorded 
are  from  all  forms. 


The  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  and  all  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 
Fever  have  been  visited  and  advice  given  as  to  the  necessary  medical  precautions 
to  be  taken. 

Infantile  Paralysis. 

Two  cases  were  notified  as  having  this  disease  -  one  being  an  adult,  the 

other  a  child  -  both  had  a  mild  attack.  .  ..  . 

In  addition  the  death  was  notified  of  an  adult,  who,  although  having  li 

within  the  Council's  area,  died  outside  its  jurisdiction. 


Diphtheria. 

Two  cases  were  notified.  Both  occurred  in  children,  one  of  whom  was 
immunised,  and  the  other,  not  so. 


Immuni sat ions . 

A  Greetings  Message  card  is  sent  as  a  Diphtheria  protection  reminder  to 
children  on  their  1st  birthday  who  are  born  in  this  District. 

The  two  picture  houses  again  showed  Diphtheria  Immunisation  slides,  ana 
leaflets  were  discributed  to  those  parents  applying  to  be  supplied  with  mliK 

and  vitamins  for  children  under  5  years  of  age.  _ 

Propaganda  was  much  assisted  by  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Counci  . 

The  total  number  of  children  who  have  received  conplete  treatment  f3fee 
under  this  Council's  Scheme  during  the  year  was  821,  of  these  470  were  trea 
by  their  own  doctors,  175  at  school  clirncs  and  176  at  Child  Well  are  Centres. 

The  percentage  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  is  36.95  compare  ,  c 

of  37.09  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1942.  In  the  case  of  ose  g 
and  over,  but,  under  15,  the  percentage  is  81.54,  as  conpared  with  79. 64 

1942. 

Influenza. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  an  epidemic  broke  out  which  was 4g®n®^1t ant 
throughout  the  Country.  Pamphlets  advising  the  means  of  preventio 
were  circulated  in  this  area,  with  the  co-operation  of  the.  Civi  enc 
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Whooping  Cough. 

The  three  deaths  occurred  in  children,  two  of  these  under  one  year  and  one 
just  over.  > 


Meas les . 

The  whole  district  was  affected  in  this  epidemic  which  was,  however,  mrld 
in  character.  Leaflets  concerning  this  fever  were  distributed  throughout  the 

area.  J • 

Chicken  Pox,  which  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  was  prevalent  throughout  the  year 


Scabies. 


Cases  occurring  within  the  Council’s  area  are  treated  by  their  own  Doctor, 
or  at  public  clinics.  Those  evacuee  children  requiring  institutional  treatment 
were  admitted  to  Winton  House  Sick  Bay,  Andover  Road,  Winchester,  which  is  under 
the  control  of  this  Council.  -  • 


The  following  are  the  total  number  of  adults  and  children  so  treated  at 
Winton  House  Sick  Bay,  City  of  Winchester  Clinic  and  Eastleigh  Clinic,  •, 
respectively: - 


Adults.  Chidlren. 


Male . 

Female. 

Llale  • 

Female 

Vfinton  House  Sick  Bay. 

Nil. 

1 

22 

26 

/ 

Citv  of  Winchester  Clinic. 

3 

(and  infantj 

7 

6 

7 

Eastleigh  Clinic. 

5  1 

9 

15 

1 

Venereal  Diseases. 


Two  special  performances  of  the  propaganda  film,  "Subject  for  Discussion 
( showing  instances  of  the  danger  to  the  health  of  the  people),  were  given  at 
the  Alresf ord  Picture  House.  One  was  for  women  only,  invitation. leaflets 
being  distributee  tc  each  house  in  Alresf ord  and  in  bordering  parishes.  For 
those  in  the  neighbouring  villages  desirous  of  attending,  where  transport  was 
difficult,  conveyance  was  provided.  To  the  other,  invitations  were  issued  to 
members  of  the  Civil  Defence,  Home  Guard,  National  Fire  Service,  etc.  At 
each  of  these  ’Shows’  a  doctor  gave  an  address  and  opened  the  discussion. 


In  co-operation  with  the  campaign  dealing  with  the  subject,  organised  by 
the  County  Council,  two  Meetings  were  arranged  -  one  in  the  South  and  one. in 
the  North  area.  To  these  were  invited  the  Senior  members  of  local  organisation* 
e.g.  the  Red  Cross  Society  and  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  Parish  Council, 
Youth  Movement,  Mother's  Unions,  etc.,  also  representatives  of  the  local  Churohef 
and  those  of  other  denominations.  On  each  occasion,  a  ‘film  was  shown  and  an 
address  given  by  a  specially  qualified  lecturer. 

The  following  resolution  on  the  subject  was  adopted  by  the  Council, 

(  2Ath  November,  1943)  and  copies  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  two 
local  members  of  Parliament  and  the  Rural  District  Council’s. Association: - 
’’That  having  regard  to  the  alarming  spread  of  Venereal  Diseases  in  the 
country,  with  their  consequent  tragedy  to  the  nation  and  menace  to. post erit; 
this  Council  views  with  concern  its  utter  powerlessness  under  existing 
legislation  to  deal  with  the  problem.  Realising ’ the  seriousness  of  this 
matter,  it  urges  the  Government  to  introduce  at  once  such  legislation  as 
will  make  the  diseases  compulsorily  notifiable." 
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In  their  reply  (l6th  December,  1943),  the  Ministry  of  Health  stated  that 
the  present  view  held  by  the  Minister  was  that  the  effects  of  compulsory 
notification  of  Venereal  Diseases  would  not  be  beneficial,  but,  rather  the 
reverse . 

A  further  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  incorporating  a 
resolution  of  the  Council,  29th  December,  1943,  stating  that  the  Council  was 
of  the  opinion  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  ensure  the  continued  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  until  cured. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  of  the  reply  of  the 
Council  thereto  were  forwarded,  to  the  Rural  District  Council's  Association,  for 
their  information. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  ref ores  to  new  cases  notified  and  mortality  during  the 
year: - 


Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non  Pulmonary 


M.  F. 

M.  P.  M.  P. 

M.  P. 

11.  10. 

3.  1.  (Total  25).  5.  3. 

3.  1. 

lssa:;;;:E::ss:: 

_ _  _  _  _  —  _  _ _ _  _  —  —  gg— — B  — 

(Total  12) 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  notified  to  me.  During  the  year  there  has 
been  no  extensive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from,  tuberculosis  in  any  parti cular 
occupation  within  the  area. 


16  of  the  total  number  (25)  of  new  cases  were  aged  between  20  and  40  years. 
Among  the  4  Non-Pulmonary  cases  3  occurred  in  children. 

•  / 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THB  AREA 

Inspection. 

All  parts  of  the  area  have  been  frequently  visited  by  me,  either  alone,  or, 
with  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Water  Supply. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  public  supplies  have  been  periodically  examined 
during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  the  pipe  supplies  in  the  area  of  this  Council  are  constant. 

The  quality  of  the  water  from  wells  supplying  outlying  parts  of  the  area  is, 
generally,  good,  although  insufficiency  of  supply  has  been  experienced  -  in  some 
areas  due  to  the  dry  season. 

Population  and  Dwelling  Houses.  It  is  estimated  that  82 f-  of  the  population  are 
served  with  a  piped  water  supply,  and  the  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  connected 
with  a  main  supply  is  69jk* 

The  only  area  served  by  stand-pipes  is  Owslebury.  The  well  supplying  this 
area  is  under  the  supervision  of  this  Council. 

Plumb o-Solvent  Action.  The  water  in  this  area  is  hard,  due  to  being  drawn 
from  chalk  strata  and,  therefore,  it  is  unlikely  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  supplies  in  this  area  are  from: 

1.  The  Southampton  Corporation. 

2.  City  of  Winchester  Corporation. 

3»  The  Alrosford  Water  Company. 

4.  The  Crabwood  Water  Supply. 

Districts  not  supplied  from  these  sources  rely  either  on  well,  or  underground 
tanks  for  storing  rain-water. 


New  Cases 

Pulmonary .  Non  Pulmonary 
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Housing. 

Housing  conditions  in  the  area  of  the  Council,  despite  the  difficulties 
occasioned  by  the  war  with  regard  to  labour  and  material,  have,  in  the  majority 
of  instances  been  maintained  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  state,  although,  of 
necessity,  a  certain  degree  of  deterioration  is  evident  in  the  case  of  some  of 
the  older  houses.  Many,  mainly  in  the  Southern  part  of  the -District ,  have 
suffered  damage  from  enemy  action. 

Houses,  which  in  normal  times  would  be  subject  to  demolition  or  reconditioning 
orders,  have  been  put  into  habitable  condition,  due  attention  having  been  given 
to  essential  Sanitary  repairs. 

A  considerable  amount  of  repairs  and  other  work,  however,  remain  to  be  done 
in  order  to  bring  the  cottages  generally  ip  to  a  desirable  standard  of  fitness  for 
human  habitation. 

Worn-out  cottages  and  houses  with  a  low  standard  of  accommodation  are  being 
listed  for  demolition  or  reconstruction  when  circumstances  permit. 

Cottages  for  Agri cultural  Workers. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  yeajt*  four  cottages  wre  "built  at  Micheldever,  whilst 
2  at  Botley,  2  at  Cheriton  and  A  at  Stolcc  Charity  were  nearing  conpletion. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AMD  WORKPLACES. 

€  ' 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and -Workplaces. 


;  .  v  - 

Number  of 

« 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

i  V 

.  Written 
Notices 
(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  ...  . . 

(With  Mechanical  Power) 

10. 

1. 

- 

Factories  •••  . . 

(Without  Mechanical  Power) 

90. 

6 . 

)ther  premises  under  the  Act  ... 

(including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction,  but  not 
including  outworkers*'  promises) 

Total  • • •  • • • 

100- 

7- 

- 

(Signed)  J.  C.  H.  AVERY. 


September  1944* 


Medioal  Officer  of  Health. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  1943* 


Ltdies  and  Gentlemen, 

,1.  beg  to  report  briefly  the  year’s  work  of  sanitary  administration  as  shown 
in  the  routine  inspections  carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year  which  are 
tabulated  below;  - 


Statute 

Nature  of  Visits 

No  of 

1  In  spec  - 
'  tions 

Sam¬ 

ples 

Taken 

Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926 

(a)  Inspections  for  reconstructions 

alterations,  and  cleanliness 

(b)  Number  of  alterations  and  im¬ 
provements  to  dairy  premises 

384 

18 

Factories  Act , 

1937 

Routine  Inspection- of  premises. 
Defects  of  want  of  cleanliness 
remedied. 

100 

7 

Shops  Act, 

1934 

Routine  Inspection  of  premises. 

65 

Meat  Regulations 

Inspection  of  Slaughterhouses) 
Knackers’  Yards  ) 
Butchers  Shops  ) 

Food  Stores  ) 

45 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938 

Inspection  of  Food. 

375 

Housing  Act, 

1936.  Part  11. 

(a)  Inspection  of  Cottages 

(b)  Re-inspection  of  Cottages. 

32 

75 

P.  H.  Acts, 

1936 

(a)  Drainage  Survey  Inspections 

(b)  Alteration,  Inspection  and 

testing  of  drains 

(c)  Nuisances  found  and  remedied 
(  d)  Re-inspoct ion  of  premises 

(e)  Water  Supply  Inspection 

(f)  Smoke  Observations 

311 

112 

171 

1855 

124 

Infectious  Diseases 
(Prevention)  Acts 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

127 

Rat  &  Mice  Destruc¬ 
tion  Act,  1919 

Rodent  Control 

(a)  Number  of  premises  surveyed 

from  September,  1943 

(b)  Number  of  Major  Infestations 

(c)  Number  of  Minor  Infestations 

127 

5 

85 

Interviews 

108 

Samples  of  Well-water  examined 
Number  reported  polluted 

17 

4 

Total 

4143 

4 

X  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  HURST,  M.S.I.A. 
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